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moral obligation which the world still reckons among its chief treasures." 
The Old Testament is unintelligible and therefore uninteresting when- 
ever one is unable to follow its development of thought and the growth 
of religious conceptions. This ancient collection must be arranged for 
modern readers who are used to having their history, for example, 
arranged in chronological sequence. "The Church must teach the Old 
Testament as the critics interpret it if her more progressive members are 
to preserve their regard for Scripture." Moreover, "the teaching of 
modern criticism issues in worthier ethical ideals and nobler religious 
principles." 

Much of the confusion of the Old Testament records, and most of those 
features whose literal adoption has caused mischief in Christian ages, arise 
from the presence of the priestly element, that least valuable heightener of 
the older traditions and remover of the real God from the experience of 
humanity. The inability to sense God and his will for us is a far more 
serious thing than unbelief in a so-called act of God in patriarchal times. 
The newer knowledge and appreciation of the Bible is not for scholars 
only, but for all readers and lovers of the book. It is in the fearless, truth- 
loving spirit of the "Man of Nazareth" who would disclose to us God 
in common life, working in the men and events of old as he is working 
everywhere today and welcoming us in the good work. Thus the old- 
fashioned exegetical stare, the non-temporal grasp upon the ancient life 
and literature, is replaced by conceptions which make the glory of the past 
workings of God our ancestral heritage, illuminated by our faith in him 
now. He changes not. We grow. 

The merit of the book is that it reproduces in brief compass for prac- 
tical use the best scholarly results of a half century of Old Testament 
literature. It will help to establish an understanding heart in place of a 
dismayed and perplexed one. 
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Studies in the Inner Life of Jesus. By Alfred E. Garvie. New 
York: Armstrong, 1907. Pp. xii+543. 

As might be anticipated, Garvie's interest in his subject is ultimately 
theological; yet he is aware that one should approach the study of Jesus' 
"inner life" from the historical point of view. Accordingly he seeks to 
understand the "mind, heart, and will of Jesus as revealed in his words 
and works." He is acquainted with the latest contributions to gospel criti- 
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cism, cites from them freely, and passes judgment upon their conclusions. 
The two-document theory is accepted and the synoptic gospels are taken 
to be the principal historical source of information about Jesus. The 
Fourth Gospel is thought to have been composed by the "presbyter," who 
was indeed an eye-witness but whose aim in writing was so emphatically 
apologetic that his work cannot claim to be an accurate history. But 
farther on in the book proof-texts from the Gospel of John are used seemingly 
regardless of this critical discrimination. In fact, with the close of the 
Introduction, the historical interest of the investigation is quite subordinated, 
nor is the psychological examination of Jesus' thinking kept uppermost, 
but it is [ esus' ' ' inner life " as a revelation of God to man — ' ' the divine revela- 
tion under human conditions" — that is made the chief concern. With this 
primary interest the author goes through the whole career of Jesus, treating 
such topics as Virgin Birth, Growth in Wisdom and Grace, Vocation 
Accepted, Temptation, etc., and then in a Constructive Conclusion he 
presents his doctrine of the person of Jesus. 

A sample of the author's method will serve to indicate the general 
character of his book. In discussing the virgin birth he claims that it is not 
primarily a critical question, and that on the strength of the literary attesta- 
tion it can scarcely be said to be verifiable, but he accepts it as a fact because 
without it he is unable to account for the inner life of Jesus. The perfec- 
tion of Jesus' moral and religious development presupposes a perfect origin. 
Such development would have been impossible had he been "completely, 
by natural generation, incorporated in the human race." Yet the cir- 
cumstances of his birth did not free him from the great hereditary ten- 
dencies of humanity, but he inherited something more which enabled him 
to overcome these tendencies; that is, the faith in and submission to God, 
which was uppermost in his mother at the time of his conception, became 
the predominant hereditary bias of his own life. He, however, came only 
gradually to the consciousness of the absolute uniqueness of his relation 
to God — his divinity, his pre-existence, and the like. Garvie is very insist- 
ent in maintaining that Jesus' divinity should not obscure our view of his 
full humanity. He was subject to the same laws of mental development as 
other men and ordinarily to similar limitations of knowledge, yet at times 
he had a supernatural endowment of power to heal the bodies of men and a 
supernatural endowment of knowledge to be used in his dealings with 
souls, but only when some special necessity required was this given or used 
(pp. 151 f.). Hence Jesus regarded preaching, and not the exercise of 
miraculous powers, to be his principal work. 

The general position of the author is a mediating one. He feels the 
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force of modern thought and is in sympathy with it. For him God's rela- 
tion to the world is to be expressed in the category of immanence, the pro- 
cess of the divine activity is best described by the term evolution, and the 
highest stage of this process falls in the category of personality. At the 
same time Garvie finds himself able to retain practically all the views which 
the traditional theology has held as vital. For example, he holds to the 
following as proofs of Jesus' divinity: (1) supernatural birth; (2) Paul's 
pre-existence doctrine; (3) John's logos doctrine; (4) physical resurrection; 
(5) fulfilment of prophecy; (6) Jesus' miracles: but he adds that these 
things become credible to him only when he has arrived at faith in Jesus' 
divinity through an appreciation of his unique personality. 

The book does not seem to have given a final solution to our modern 
theological perplexities about the interpretation of Jesus' person, yet it has 
real value in indicating the importance of the problem. It cannot be 
ignored by the more technical scholar and it will also be of interest to the 
thoughtful pastor or layman. The author's honesty of purpose and reverent 
spirit will appeal to all his readers. 

Shirley Jackson Case 
The University or Chicago 



